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Introduction
Sultana’s Dream by Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain has been
inscribed by the UNESCO-MOWCAP (Memory of the
World Committee for Asia and the Pacific) in its
Regional Register at the 10th General Meeting held in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on 6-10 May, 2024. Liberation
War Museum, nominator of the item, is proud to be
recognized as the custodian of documentary heritage of
Rokeya, a pioneering and visionary personality who
made great contribution in promoting the rights of
women through her writings and her activism. Sultana’s
Dream, an early feminist sci-fic work was written in
English and first published from Chennai, India in 1905
in the Indian Ladies’ Magazine . Subsequently, it was
published as a booklet in 1908 by S. K. Lahiri and Co.,
Kolkata. A Bengali renderation was done by Rokeya
herself and published in 1922 in her book Motichur,
Volume II.

The Register Sub-Committee of MOWCAP made elaborate
study of the submissions received and recommended
selected items to be inscribed in the MOW Regional
Register. In its recommendation RSC stated :



“This dreamland offered a totally new and different
angle for women to see themselves and the world and to
widen their horizon. Sultana’s Dream and Rokeya have
become synonymous with women’s liberation in the
subcontinent and beyond, including recent films and
visual art forms. The nominated documents are
significant sources about Rokeya’s life, and her great
contribution to society and to the education for girls in
particular.”

Noting the contribution of Bangladesh in projecting
Rokeya’s legacy the RSC wrote: “ However later editions,
translation and other non-print manifestations of the work,
as well as recognition of Rokeya’s contributions have
been particularly strong in present day Bangladesh.”

Liberation War Museum proudly presents the facsimile
edition of the 1908 English publication and added the
Bengali version along with it. The recognition of Rokeya’s
writing as Memory of the World has made it imperative
for us in Bangladesh to make her work accessible to all
and promote her to wider world to continue and strengthen
our common struggle for gender equity.

Mofidul Hoque
Trustee, Liberation War Museum
and Nominator to
UNESCO-MOWCAP Inscription





Blank









Blank














































































